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VISION, MISSION AND GOALS 
 

Vision Statement: 

From generation to generation, the Jewish people have taught their children to cherish the 
knowledge and faith of their unique heritage and to strive to live in accordance with Jewish values 
based on love of G-d, Torah, and Israel. 

The Samuel M. Melton Religious School seeks to achieve excellence in Conservative Judaic education 
by creating an environment which will inspire students and nurture their desire to engage in life-long 
Jewish learning and practice. 

 

Mission Statement: 

It is the mission of the Samuel M. Melton Religious School to help its students develop into 
responsible and knowledgeable people with positive Jewish identities who actively participate in 
Jewish life in the community, synagogue, and at home. 

Committed to excellence in Conservative Judaic study, ritual, and responsibility, the Samuel M. 
Melton Religious School incorporates traditional and innovative educational experiences reaching 
beyond the classroom to involve the entire family. 

 

Goals: 

The Samuel M. Melton Religious School Curriculum will: 

] Enable students to make decisions in their ethical life informed by Jewish values. 

] Develop the necessary skills and desire to practice the mitzvot and traditions of Jewish Life. 

] Provide students with a meaningful understanding and a deep appreciation of the TaNaCh as 

the central and most sacred text of the Jewish people. 

] Enable the child to acquire a basic knowledge of Hebrew that can be used to read and 

understand the prayers of our liturgy, read and write Hebrew sentences and participate in 

simple Hebrew dialogues. 

] Develop the knowledge and skills to actively participate in Shabbat, holiday and weekday 

services. 

] Broaden and deepen intellectual and spiritual life through familiarity with Jewish culture and 

our past. 

] Help students develop a positive identification with the local Jewish community, Eretz Yisrael 

and all Jews throughout the world. 

] Empower families to make Jewish practice a regular and meaningful part of their daily lives. 

] aƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

lifetime.  Return to Table of Content 
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SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

The Melton Religious School offers a choice of two convenient locations for its weekday classes. 
Students may attend Tifereth Israel at 1354 East Broad Street (the synagogue building) or the 
Northeast Satellite location, 150 East Dublin-Granville Road (the Columbus Jewish Day School 
building).  

Sunday classes, which are attended by all grades, are held at the Broad Street location. 
Sunday classes meet from 9:30 amς12:30 pm. 
 
Gan & Aleph (Kindergarten & Grade 1) Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm only 
 

Broad Street Location 
Weekday classes that meet at 1354 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43205. 
 
Bet (Grade 2)    Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm 
     Tuesday 4:00pmς6:00 pm 
 
Gimmel-Vav (Grade 3-6)  Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm 
     Tuesday & Thursday 4:00pmς6:00 pm 
 
Zion (Grade 7)    Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm 
     Tuesday 4:00pmς6:00 pm 
 
Northeast Satellite Location (CJDS) 
Weekday classes meet in the building of the Columbus Jewish Day School, 150 East Dublin-Granville 
Road, New Albany Ohio. 614/939-5311, on weekdays and at Tifereth Israel on Sundays. 

 
Bet (Grade 2)    Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm 
     Wednesday 4:00 pmς6:00 pm at the Satellite 
 
Gimmel-Vav (Grade 3-6)  Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm 
     Monday/Wednesday 4:00-6:00 pm at the Satellite 
 
Zion (Grade 7)    Sunday 9:30 amς12:30 pm 
     Wednesday 4:00 pmς6:00 pm at the Satellite 
 

HEBREW HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 8-12 MEETS ON SUNDAYS:  9:30AM MINYAN, 10:15AM-12:30PM CLASSES. 

 
DURING THE WEEK STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO BUY SNACKS BEFORE SCHOOL BEGINS AT BOTH LOCATIONS. 

ON SUNDAY MORNINGS YOUNG STUDENTS RECEIVE A LIGHT SNACK. 
 

If you want your child to be able to eat snack on weekdays or buy breakfast on Sunday morning, 
please send some money and make sure that your child arrives 10 or 15 minutes BEFORE classes 
begin. Eating during class time is not permitted.  Return to Table of Content 
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SCHOOL STAFF 
 
Education Office: 
Shirly Benatar ςEducation Director ς sbenatar@tiferethisrael.org  

Ellen Kozberg ς School Administrative Assistant ς ekozberg@tiferethisrael.org  

 
Grade Level Teachers: 
Kindergarten ς   Linda Goldsmith lgoldsmith1@columbus.rr.com  

Grade 1 ς    Marsha Polster ς damkubs@aol.com 

Grade 2 Broad Streetς  Alla Magaziner Tempestaς amagazin@gmail.com  

Grade 2 Satellite ς   Naomi Cohen ς naomi763@aol.com 

Grade 3 ς    Wendy Cohen ς wendle8490@gmail.com  

Grade 3 Broad Street ς  Karen Levy ς klevy43030@cs.com 

Grade 4 Broad Street ς  Chen-Li Levy ς levy@113.osu.edu 

Grade 4 Satellite ς   Rochelle Weisfogel ς rmal04@aol.com 

Grade 5 Both Locations ς  Jay Brand ς evatibor@yahoo.com 

Grade 6 Both Locations ς  Eva Tibor ς evatibor@yahoo.com 

Grade 7 Broad Street ς  Helen Miller ς miller.hm@netzero.com 

Grade 7 Satellite ς   Amy Neiwirth ς amyn7@aol.com 

 
Specialists: 
Lynn Tallan ς .Ω¸ŀŎƘŀŘ ŀƴŘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /oordinator ς lynntallan@yahoo.com  

Daniel Granite ς draketheduck@gmail.com 

Zilla Loon  

Shani Kadis ς sclose@tiferethisrael.org 

Malka Ben Dor ς mbendor@theprintnet.com 

Jerry Benis ς jerrybenis@yahoo.com 

Helen Chronister ς Librarian ς hchronister@tiferethisrael.org 

Mary Margulies ς Art Teacher ς marynare@hotmail.com 

Linda Schottenstein ς Music Teacher ς leks3@aol.com 

 

Feel Free to Contact Us 
  

School office:  614/253-8523 ext. 110 or www.tiferethisrael.org 
Return to Table of Content 

Samuel M. Melton Religious School  

1354 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43205 

(614) 253-8523 or www.tiferethisrael.org 
 

Harold J. Berman, Rabbi 
Michael Ungar, Rabbi 
Jack Chomsky, Cantor 
Marc Neiwirth, Executive Director 
Shirly Benatar, Education Director 
Shani Kadis, Youth & Program Director 
Ellen Kozberg, School Administrative Assistant 
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h¦w {/Ihh[Ω{ ¢9b /haMANDMENTS OF BEHAVIOR 
 

 

 
 

A synagogue commandment: Do not touch the yahrzeit lights! 

 
Return to Table of Content 
 
 

Be considerate and respectful to 
everyone, including your teachers. 

Always wear a Kippah. 

Greet everyone with a cheerful smile. {ŀȅ ŀ .ΩǊŀŎƘŀ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀǘƛƴƎΦ 

Come to class on time. No Bullying. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ-ask.  If you drop it-
pick it up.  If you take it out-put it back.  
If you open it-close it. 

Use Derech Eretz (manners).  Say 
please and thank you. 

No hats.  Not gum.  No cell phones. Be respectful of the synagogue, the 
Torah, the Siddur and the people in it. 
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ABOUT OUR SCHOOL 

 
 

Our Staff 

Because we realize that the classroom teacher is the key to excellent education, we recruit and retain 
only those teachers with the finest backgrounds and training available to us. Our teachers offer their 
students a variety of viewpoints and perspectives on important religious issues while always 
representing Conservative Judaism and its principles. 

Preparation is crucial to any instructional lesson.  Faculty members prepare lesson plans to suit the 
needs of their individual classes.  Lessons include new material as well as review work, intellectual as 
well as experiential curricular items.  Parent/Teacher communication is also a very important part of 
teaching.  Teachers will communicate with parents in a variety of ways, but parents should feel free 
to contact the teacher or Principal with any questions or feedback. 
 
*When an issue arises in the classroom please contact the teacher first.  You will find a complete list 
of school staff members and their e-mail address in the back of this handbook. 

 
 
 

Family Education 

 Entire Family Education is a very important part of the curriculum in the Samuel M. Melton Religious 
School. 

In each grade there will be at least one Family Education program to which the entire family is invited 
to learn and share the joys of our traditions.  These special events reflect our philosophy of reaching 
ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
programs provide another opportunity for parents to study with their children and to share 
important Jewish experiences together. 

Jewish Family Education programs occur in every grade of the elementary School.  Programs are 
directly related to the grade level themes and many programs are open to our day-school families as 
well.  In addition, we have school wide family programs.  We encourage you to participate in these 
activities. Please consult the synagogue website calendar for dates. www.tiferethisrael.org . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return to Table of Content 

 

http://www.tiferethisrael.org/
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CURRICULUM 
The Samuel M. Melton Religious School of Tifereth Israel is recognized as a Framework for Excellence 
School by the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  We are dedicated to providing Jewish 
education that will spark the love of learning and appreciation for the traditions of Judaism. It is our 
strong belief that Jewish Education is a lifelong process which starts with kindergarten and continues 
through high School. 

Our School serves as a pilot school for the Melton Research Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, therefore we benefit from the instructional materials produced by 
the Melton Center, developed specifically for use within supplementary schools in Conservative 
congregations.  We also use the best texts available by a variety of Jewish publishing companies, 
including Torah Aura and Behrman House.  We incorporate new and appropriate materials into our 
system as they become available and when they meet our needs. 

Students in second through seventh grades pursue a Hebrew curriculum which emphasizes the study 
of modern conversational Hebrew.  All Hebrew classes include the study of grammar, vocabulary, 
sentence structure, comprehension and reading.  Students in each class follow a program that is 
designed specifically to challenge and meet the needs of the individual students in the group 

Our Hebrew curriculum is enhanced with an innovative method of teaching language called 
Hebrew Total Physical Response (TPR).  Samuel M. Melton Religious School is the only 
supplementary school in central Ohio pioneering this method for teaching Hebrew as a second 
language. This method was developed by Dr. James Asher based on brain research and foreign-
languageςacquisition research. The method highlights the importance of oral and physical experience 
with language as the groundwork for learning to make sense of the printed symbol. This method 
involves many modalities of learning and emphasizes interaction, fun and physical activity. Our 
teachers receive training at the Siegal College of Judaic Studies to learn how to teach Hebrew TPR in 
grades K-5. 

In preparation for a lifetime of active participation in the synagogue, children study specific, grade-
appropriate prayers together with their traditional melodies during each school year.  Knowledge of 
these prayers is actively displayed in our services at school as well as Junior Congregation and Young 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ƻƴ Shabbat mornings.  Familiarity with the siddur used at Tifereth Israel is 
emphasized so children feel comfortable with the liturgy in the synagogue and at home.  Regular 
attendance at services is strongly encouraged as it will reinforce and make this prayer curriculum 
meaningful. 

Our students study a variety of viewpoints and perspectives on important religious issues while 
always representing Conservative Judaism and its principles. The curriculum includes age appropriate 
instruction in Modern Hebrew including Hebrew TPR, Prayer, Torah and TaNaCh, Jewish Texts, Israel, 
holidays and various other Judaic studies topics.  ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǇƛǊŀƭέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ WǳŘŀƛŎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ 
presents topics at levels of increasing difficulty as a child progresses through each grade.  Each grade 
has a yearly Judaic theme which compliments their other studies and is designed to enhance the 
program for both students and their families. The Elementary school curriculum is also integrated 
with music, art and library, and incorporates meaningful family and grade level programs to enhance 
the classroom curriculum.   

          Return to Table of Content 
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  GRADE LEVEL SUMMARY  
Below you will find a summary of the subjects and texts used in the school.  The subject is listed in 
bold type on the left and the text and/or teacher resource used to assist with the teaching of the 
material are listed on the right.  Grades K-7 also attend regular prayer services. 

Publisher Abbreviations:   
Behrman House (BH), Torah Aura (TA), (K) ς KTAV, (M) ς Melton, (ARE) ς A.R.E. Publishing, Inc. 
 
 
KINDERGARTEN ς GAN 
Yearly Theme: Beruchim HaBayim- Welcome 
 We use the Gan year to introduce our students to the school and to making them comfortable 
in the synagogue and excited about Jewish learning. The curriculum emphasizes Torah stories and 
Jewish holidays and introduces students to blessings, and Hebrew TPR as well as Hebrew letters. The 
curriculum is enhanced with lots of music, songs, art projects, fun activities and a weekly visit to the 
library. Kindergarten meets on Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel. 
 
 Israel    Various teacher resources 
 Torah    Teach Me Torah (BH), Torah Talk (ARE) 
     ! /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊŀƘ ό¢!ύ 
 Holidays   Jewish and Me, Look at Me (BH) 
     [ŜǘΩǎ /elebrate (BH) 
      
 Family Education  Jet I and II (TA) 
 Tefillah    Tifereth Israel Curriculum 
 
 
 
1ST GRADE ς ALEPH 
Yearly Theme: [ŜǘΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ 
 The Alef curriculum is based on the theme of discovering our wonderful Jewish traditions, 
Hebrew TPR as well as Hebrew Alef-Bet, the Bible, the synagogue and its staff, prayer, Israel and the 
concept of Tzedakah. The curriculum is integrated with lots of music, songs, art projects, fun activities 
and a weekly visit to the library.  The highlight of the Alef year is First Grade Consecration in which 
students lead the congregation in songs and prayers during the Shabbat service, celebrating with 
their families and community the beginning of their formal Jewish Education. First grade meets on 
Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel. 
  

Hebrew   [ŜǘΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ƭŜŦ-Bet (BH) 
 Israel    Learning About Israel ς Level I 
 Holidays/Tzedakah  The Alef Celebration Curriculum (TA) 
 Synagogue   [ŜǘΩǎ Discover The Synagogue (BH) 
 Bible    [ŜǘΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ό.Iύ 

Tefillah    Siddur Ma Tov (BH)    
Return to Table of Content 
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2ND GRADE ς BET 
Yearly Theme: [ŜǘΩǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 
 Kita Bet starts their formal study of Hebrew reading with Hebrew TPR and Tyulim, a 
curriculum that integrates reading and a virtual visit to Israel. We focus on the Shabbat service by 
building a foundation for participating and singing in prayer along with the congregation. The class 
celebrates their learning with a special family Shabbat Education Program. In addition, students 
continue to learn the stories in Genesis and Exodus. The curriculum also engages students with The 
Jewish Holiday Treasure Hunt and builds a connection to Israel with The Great Israel Scavenger Hunt. 
Students in second grade also enjoy art, music and library as an integrated part of their study. Second 
grade meets on one week day from 4:00-6:00 PM (Tuesdays at The Broad Street location or 
Wednesdays at Satellite location) and on Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel. 
 
 Hebrew   Sarah and david 
 Israel    The Great Israel Scavenger Hunt (BH) 
 Torah    ! /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ м ς Lessons from the Torah (BH) 
 Holidays   The Jewish Holiday Treasure Trail (BH) 
     [ŜǘΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ό.Iύ 
 Tefillah Program  Tifereth Israel Curriculum Sim Shalom Prayer Book 
 Ethics    Jewish Values from Alef to Tav (BH) 

Return to Table of Content 

 
3RD GRADE ς GIMMEL 
Yearly Theme: Project Etgar, God and Wonder 
 Third grade the curriculum emphasizes God and spirituality while bible study continues with an 
introduction to the stories in Leviticus through Prophets. Students also study other Judaic topics including 
ethics and holidays. Gimmel students continue in a more intense use of Hebrew TPR while learning Hebrew 
reading and writing, including script writing. They are also introduced to basic grammatical concepts and 
vocabulary in Modern Hebrew. This year our third grade class was selected to be among 5 in the nation to  test 
and ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ 9ǘƎŀǊ ŦƻǊ оrd DǊŀŘŜέ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ, written by Jewish Theological Seminary 
educators in partnership with USCJ;  the curriculum emphasize the wonder of the world and being Jewish. We 
expand on the Tefillot of previous years, adding in more of the verses where only refrains were learned before.  
We encourage budding readers to explore Ashrei and El Adon for Shabbat, continuing to build a foundation for 
participating and singing in prayer along with the congregation. The prayer curriculum culminates with Chagigat 
HaSiddur, a family celebration in which the class showcases their learning and students receive their 
personalized Siddur. Students continue to enjoy art, music and library as an integrated part of their study. 
Third grade meets on two week days from 4:00-6:00 PM (Tuesdays & Thursday at The Broad Street location or 
Monday & Wednesdays at Satellite location) and on Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel. 
 

Hebrew    Ten Minute Hebrew Reader (BH) 

     Shalom Ivrit, Sarah and David, Hebrew & Heritage Book 1 (BH) 

 Holidays   Project Etgar 

     My Jewish Year (BH) 

 Bible    ! /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ н ς Lessons from Prophets & Writing (BH) 

 G-d & Spirituality  Project Etgar 

Tefillah Program  Tifereth Israel Curr. Sim Shalom Prayer Book and HaSiddur Sheli  

Return to Table of Content 
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4TH GRADE ς DALET 

Yearly Theme: Welcome to Israel 
 Students in fourth grade study the emblems, geography and culture of the State of Israel, and 
spend much of the year preparing for the Israel Fair, a school wide program which they host.  Fourth 
grade students continue to study Modern Hebrew language with Hebrew TPR, and are introduced to 
basic grammatical concepts of sentence construction and Present tense, while building a larger 
vocabulary in Hebrew. During the dalet year the prayer curriculum focuses on the Shabbat Torah 
service, continuing to build the basic Tefillot that are essential to every conservative Jew and 
encouraging the reading fluency of the prayers, integrating traditional songs and melodies. The fourth 
grade curriculum also includes instructions about the hidden treasures of ethics and holidays, and the 
study of the stories and wisdom of the biblical prophets. Students continue to enjoy art, music and 
library as an integrated part of their study. Fourth grade meets on two week days from 4:00-6:00 PM 
(Tuesdays & Thursday at The Broad Street location or Monday & Wednesdays at Satellite location) 
and on Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel. 

 Hebrew   Hebrew and Heritage (BH) 
     /ƘŀǾŜǊƛƳ .ΩLǾǊƛǘ      
 Israel    Welcome to Israel (BH) 
     Tifereth Israel Supplement 
     Passport to Israel (TA) 

Modern Israel in Focus (BH) 
 Holidays   The Book of Jewish Holidays (BH) 
 Tefillah Program  Tifereth Israel Curriculum ς Sim Shalom Prayer Book 
     HaSiddur Sheli  
 Ethics    Hidden Treasures 
 Bible    The Gift of Wisdom: Books of Prophets &Writing (UAHC) 
     The Prophets, Speaking out for Justice (BH) 

Teaching Haftarah- teacher resource (ARE) 

 
 

Return to Table of Content 
 
 
5TH GRADE ς HAY 
Yearly Theme: Life Cycle  
 Fifth grade students delve into Jewish life cycle events, learning the meaning and ritual of the 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ WŜǿΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ, Build-a-Pair a program designed to 
teach about Tefillin, and a mock wedding complete with a chuppah, flowers, bride and groom, rabbis, 
family and guests. During the hay year the prayer curriculum focuses on the Friday night service, 
culminating in a Friday evening family service led by the students. The curriculum also includes in-
depth study of the book of Genesis, while integrating ethics. The holiday curriculum focuses on the 
three pilgrimage holidays: Sukkot, Pesach and Shavuot. Fifth graders continue to study Hebrew TPR, 
Modern Hebrew language while enjoying art and library visits. Fifth grade meets on two week days 
from 4:00-6:00 PM (Tuesdays & Thursday at The Broad Street location or Monday & Wednesdays at 
Satellite location) and on Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel.  
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Grade 5 Continue 

 Hebrew   Hebrew and Heritage (BH)   
     /ƘŀǾŜǊƛƳ .ΩLǾǊƛǘ 
 Pilgrimage Holidays  Rediscovering the Jewish Holidays (BH) 
     Tifereth Israel Curriculum-The Three Pilgrimage Holidays 
 Tefillah Program  Tifereth Israel Curriculum ς Sim Shalom Prayer Book 
     HaSiddur Sheli 
 Life Cycle   The Time of Our Lives (BH) 
     The Life Cycle Journey (ARE) 
 Ethics    Hidden Treasures 
 Bible    Genesis/Melton Bible Program/Genesis (M) 

Torah Toons Weekly Parasha Program (TA) 
 

Return to Table of Content 
 
6TH GRADE ς VAV 
 
Yearly Theme: Project Etgar, History and Bar/Bat Mitzvah Enrichment  
 Vav students concentrate ƻƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŦƛƭƭŀƘ curriculum 
emphasizes the Shabbat Torah service and Musaf Service, preparing students to lead the 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ included in the .Ωƴei Mitzvah 
Enrichment Program, a series of sessions and services emphasizing the meaning of the process of 
ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  Our school has been selected to pilot the 
USCJ curriculum Project Etgar (Challenge). This curriculum created especially for middle school 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 
while promoting new learning. It empowers them to articulate positive Jewish identities with pride, 
while adding breadth and depth to their understanding and observance of Judaism. The curriculum 
emphasizes experiential learning, familiarity with all classical Jewish Texts, individual and group 
learning and collaboration, Friendship, Gemilut Chasadim (Acts of Loving Kindness) and Kashrut. 
Grade 6 History curriculum focuses on modern Jewish history, the Holocaust, the Zionist movement 
and statehood. Sixth graders continue to study of Modern Hebrew language while enjoying art and 
library visits. Sixth grade meets on two week days from 4:00-6:00 PM (Tuesdays & Thursday at The 
Broad Street location or Monday & Wednesdays at Satellite location) and on Sundays from 9:30 AM-
12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel. 
 
 Hebrew   Hebrew and Heritage, Chaverim BΩIvrit (BH) 
 Torah/Jewish Texts  Project Etgar- Sifrei Kodesh (USCJ) 
 Jewish living   Project Etgar- Core 

Friendship, Kashrut, Gemilut Chasadim, Bikur Cholim (USCJ) 
 Tefillah Program  Tifereth Israel Curriculum ς Sim Shalom Prayer Book 
     Etgar Tefillah Curriculum 
 History    Journey Through Jewish History (BH) 
     The Holocaust, The World and the Jews 1933-1945 (BH) 
     The History of the Jewish People 
 

Return to Table of Content 
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7TH GRADE ς ZION 
Yearly Theme:  Project Etgar, Tikun Olam and Blessings  

 The seventh grade curriculum emphasizes community service and helping others with Gemilut 
Chasadim, acts of loving kindness. Our school has been selected to pilot the USCJ curriculum Project Etgar 
(Challenge). This curriculum created especially for middle school students in Conservative synagogue settings. 
It empowers students to articulate positive Jewish identities with pride, while adding breadth and depth to 
their understanding and observance of Judaism. The curriculum emphasizes experiential learning, familiarity 
with all classical Jewish Texts, individual and group learning; highlighting our obligations to the world, 
partnership with God, and Tikun Olam. The class also plans several community service projects together, 
including several field trips to different locations, delivering help for the needy. The prayer curriculum 
introduces the students to the origin and structure of the service and the question of why we pray. In addition 
students are introduced to the morning Shacharit service and the practice of laying Tefillin while reviewing the 
Shabbat Torah and Musaf service. Families are invited to participate in several services and programs during 
the year. Seventh graders study the Torah book of Exodus and wrestle with questions of Jewish and moral 
ethics. Students continue to study different aspects of the holidays and modern Hebrew language. Seventh 
grade meets on one week day from 4:00-6:00 PM (Tuesdays at The Broad Street location or Wednesdays at 
Satellite location) and on Sundays from 9:30 AM-12:30 PM at Tifereth Israel 
  

Hebrew    Hebrew and Heritage (BH) 
 Bible    Project Etgar 
     Teaching Torah Exodus- teacher resource (ARE) 
 Tefillah Program  Tifereth Israel Curriculum ς Sim Shalom Prayer Book 
     Project EtgarTefillah- Blessings and Prayers 
 Mitzvot    Project Etgar Core-  Partnership with God. 

Making a Difference (BH) 

 Ethics& Holidays  Project Etgar and aŀƘ [ŀΩŀ{ƻǘ (BH)   
Return to Table of Content 

 

.Ω¸!/I!5κ¢hD9¢I9w ς Hebrew Enrichment, Tutoring and Special Needs Program 

The .ŜΩ¸ŀŎƘŀd program goals are to provide Jewish education for all our students while meeting their 
individualized learning needs, whether remedial or advanced, at the same time integrating them into 
their grade level.  Keeping with the tradition of our sages, the Seder Haggadah teaches us about 
ά!ǊōŀΩŀƘ .ŀƴƛƳΩ the four children, each taught according to their own level and capacity. 

Our goal is to integrate students into the classroom as much as possible. Enrichment is provided for 
students that excel far beyond their classroom in Hebrew and tutoring is provided for those who 
need individualized instruction to catch up with their class or to accommodate learning disabilities. 
We provide an aide for certain students with disabilities.  
 

For those students with disabilities we aim to keep the students integrated in their respective classes 
by providing a classroom-aide; this in order to encourage age-appropriate socialization and behavior 
peer-modeling as well as Jewish learning. Please contact the Education Director to discuss your childΩǎ 
needs. We thank the Columbus Jewish Federation and the Columbus Jewish Foundation for their 
assistance with this program. 
 
          Return to Table of Content  
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POLICIES AND GENERAL INFORMATION 

The policies contained in this handbook have been approved by the Board of Education and are 
effective as of the date of this publication.  The Board reviews and revises these policies on a regular 
basis and welcomes suggestions for change from students, parents and other interested in our school. 

Academic Expectations 

The faculty of the Religious School is committed to providing every child a quality Jewish educational 
experience. This quality depends on the cooperative effort of teacher, administration, parent and 
student.  Our school provides most of the materials needed for students to engage in learning, 
however, students must come prepared to every lesson with the required books, homework, pencil 
and other materials assigned by the teacher. 

Students need to fully complete all homework assignments on time and participate in classroom 
work.  Homework and participation give teachers insight into student progress. Please make it a 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻf all 
homework assignments.      Return to Table of Content  
 

Attendance Requirements (Including Bar/Bat Mitzvah) 

Students must attend 75% of classes in order to pass.  Irregular attendance interrupts class progress 
and cohesion. Students who attend sporadically or leave class early do neither themselves nor the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ  tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ 
records are welcome to check with the teacher or the school office.  

 We would like to encourage parents to try to ensure that their children get the most out of their 
learning experience and attend school as completely as possible.  We do understand that there are 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘŀte them missing school from time to 

time.  When a student misses several classes, the teacher will contact the parents to set up a way 
that the student can stay current in his/her class.  If a student needs to miss a significant number of 
classes, the parents will need to meet with the Education Director and Rabbi to set up alternative 
arrangements for their child. 

Shabbat observance of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebration depends on successful completion of five 
consecutive years at Religious School, full enrollment in 7th grade, and current enrollment in the 
program. The Tifereth Israel Board of Education has long required that students in Grades 3-7 attend 
at least 75% of weekdays and Sundays, in order to be eligible for a Shabbat morning Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah.  

Students attending less than 75% risk losing their eligibility for a Shabbat morning celebration.  
Naturally, this policy helps to protect students and families, so that students are most successful at 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ōΩƴŜƛ ƳƛǘȊǾŀƘΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ōΩƴŜƛ 
mitzvah observances. Please make sure to consult with us if any special circumstances occur, we will 
be happy to assist you.  

Religious School begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays, at 4:00 p.m. on weekdays.  Students are required 
to be in their classrooms at the start of school according to the times listed. Students who arrive at 
school 10 or more minutes late should report to the office.  Parents are notified when children arrive 
late to school; parents and the Education Director will design measures together to correct any 
persistent problems.       Return to Table of Content 
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 Service Attendance Requirements 

To enhance our curriculum and the students understanding and fluency of prayer, Students in Grades 
3-6 are required to attend 12 synagogue services per year.  High Holiday, Friday night, and Saturday 
morning services are all included.  Students will take their card froƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀŘŜΩǎ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Atrium 
Desk (next to gift shop) and move it to the attendance box and we will take count of their services. If 
a student attends services at another congregation, their parents need only let us know, and we will 
count those services as well! Please see a detailed explanation in Shabbat Activities section of this 
handbook.  

 

Report Cards & Parent Conferences 

Report cards are a very important form of communication between the school and the home.  Twice 
a year student evaluations with grades and comments will be prepared for parents to review.  
Student evaluations are based on the student performance objectives of the school curriculum.  
Parents are welcome to request a conference with a teacher or the Education Director at any time 
during the year. Parents are encouraged to communicate with classroom teachers.  Please see the 
staff contact information list in the beginning of this handbook. 
 

Discipline 

We strive to create an environment in which positive behaviors are encouraged and reinforced. 
Guidelines have been approved by the Board of Education in order to manage situations in which 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ too disruptive or 
destructive enough to impede their learning or the learning of other children, the teacher, parents 
and administration will take steps to make the learning experience possible for all students. 

Please review, with your children, the complete Behavior Expectations policy for students in 
Kindergarten through 7th grade, which is located at the end of the handbook.  
 

Electronics, Toys & Miscellaneous Equipment 

The use of cell phones and other electronic equipment in any form (texting, calls etc.) is forbidden 
during school time. If the parents need to communicate with children, please contact the school 
office and we will deliver the message. No rollerblades, bats, balls, electronic games, CD players, 
radios, toys or other similar equipment are permitted at school.  Please leave all of these materials 
at home.  Any item extraneous to our purpose may be confiscated by the teacher or Education 
Director for the duration of school.  Gum chewing is not permitted in the Religious School. 

 

Phone Calls 

Unless there are special circumstances, students will not be permitted to use the school office 
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
your child comes to school.  Parents are welcome to call the office at Tifereth Israel or at the Satellite 
anytime, we will be happy to transfer a message to your child.  
          Return to Table of Content 
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Dress, Appearance & Kippot  

Tifereth Israel is a synagogue.  Every child participates in prayer services daily. Students are expected 
to maintain a neat, clean appearance at all times.  Spaghetti straps, midriff shirts, tank tops, hats, 
ŀƴŘ άǎƘƻǊǘέ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  tŀƧŀƳŀ-like clothing and flip-flops are also not 
appropriate for Religious School.  In keeping with our tradition, kippot (skullcaps) are worn by all boys 
and are optional for girls while in the Synagogue.  For your convenience, kippot can be borrowed 
from the boxes throughout the synagogue or can be purchased from the Gift Shop. 
 

Fire Drills 

In accordance with city fire codes, the school will have several fire drills during the school year to 
prepare our students to act quickly in the unlikely event of a fire in our building. 
 
 

Inclement Weather 

In the case of inclement weather, it may be necessary to cancel school.  In the event that school is 
cancelled, the following TV and radio stations may announce the cancellation: channel:  NBC 4 
WCMH, CBS 10 WBNS, ABC 6 WSYS, WNCI 97.9 FM, and 610 WTVN AM. 

If school is cancelled on a weekday, our school office will attempt to notify the schools where our 
students will be coming from of the cancellation and notify parents by e-mail and text-message.  If 
school is cancelled on a Sunday morning; information will be posted on TV and Radio.  Please 
consult the media before bringing your child to school.  Additionally, parents can call the synagogue 
at 253-8523 ext. 160, where a recording will inform if school is cancelled. Decisions regarding school 
cancellation in general will be made by 2:00 p.m. on weekdays and 8:00 a.m. on Sundays. 
 
          Return to Table of Content 

Traffic Safety 

For the safety and well being of our children, please follow the directions of the police officer or Staff 
member on duty in the parking lot. Children will be exiting the building through the atrium doors 
leading to the parking lot and parents must be vigilant at all times. At dismissal time parents may park 
in the lot and meet the children in atrium or lobby.   

 
Weekday Dismissal Procedures: 
 
Tifereth Israel:  If parents want to remain in their cars they may form a single file line heading east at 
the northern entrance of the building ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ Tell the staff 
the name/s of the students you are picking up and they will send them out for you. Please use 
extreme caution when you drop off and pick up your children.   
 
Satellite:  At dismissal time parents may park in the lot and meet the children by the lobby doors. If 
parents want to remain in their cars they pull their vehicle to form a single file line, up alongside the 
school to the end of the right side curb. Tell the staff the name/s of the students you are picking up 
and they will send them out for you    
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In both locations: 
No cars should be left unattended along the front of the school:  These are fire lanes and parking in 
these lanes is prohibited by law. 
 
Once your passenger/s is safely aboard your vehicle, please leave expeditiously (no speeding please) 
to allow room for other cars to proceed from behind you and follow the directional arrows in the lot. 
 
Please drive cautiously through our driveway, children and parents might be crossing the street. 
 
On Sundays Parents should park in the parking lot and meet their children. Three will be no formal 
protocol for dismissal.       Return to Table of Content 
 

 

Kashrut 

Only food in unopened packages which is purchased at an approved store or which bears a clearly 
indicated kosher marking (e.g.; U-circled or triangle K) may be brought into the school. Food prepared 
in private homes may not be brought into the building for any reason.  Please respond to written 
requests for classroom party treats with these rules in mind. Children participating in synagogue-
sponsored activities off the school grounds are expected to follow dietary guidelines established by 
the accompanying adult leader. Please call the school office with any questions about product 
acceptability. 
 
 

Snacks 

We do not supply snacks for our students on weekdays, but as a service to our families and students, 
the school sells kosher snacks before school begins at 4:00 p.m.  Students are provided with a small 
snack on Sundays due to the generosity of The Women Of Tifereth Israel. Students are permitted to 
bring their own snack, which is labeled Kosher, to school. If you want your child to be able to eat a 
snack on weekdays or buy breakfast on Sunday morning, please send money and make sure that your 
child arrives early - 10 or 15 minutes BEFORE classes begin. Eating during class time is not permitted. 
Unless otherwise instructed by the teacher, all students will be asked to finish their snack before 
entering the classroom. 
 
 

Signing Out Early 

We recognize that situations arise when a student must leave early.  Please adhere to the following 
procedure to pick up your child from class early: If your child brings a note from home, we will have 
your child waiting for you in the office.  Please come to the School office at the specified time to 
pick up your child.  Students must be dismissed from the School Office.  For their own safety and 
well-being, students will not be allowed to wait in the atrium or outside, and we will only dismiss a 
student to an adult who signs that child out. 
          Return to Table of Content 
 










